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JULIA KITAY                                                

DONATES ALL CONSTRUCTION 

FUNDING FOR COFFEE HULLING 

BUILDING IN UGANDA                                                       
  

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foreign Correspondent Deb Luyiima reports “I am delighted to share this wonderful news. 

Julia Kitay has generously donated the funds required for the construction of the coffee 

hulling building. Her donation has already been sent to the TGUP account and will be 

transferred to Uganda as soon as possible to commence the building of the structure. We 

thank you for your love and care for humanity. We are extremely grateful for your support 

and are excited about the positive impact this project will have on our community. Thank 

you, Julia, for your continued support and dedication. “ (See Julia’s bio on page 6) 
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Thought for the Day  

  

"Start where 

you are. Use 

what you 

have.                                     

Do what you 

can." — Arthur Ashe 

  

 
                    

                                                                                                                                                                              



TODAY’SSPEAKER 
THE CITY OF CLAYTON 
Today’s speaker, Mayor Jim Diaz, told us about the town of 

Clayton of which he is the Mayor. The town of Clayton was 

laid out and founded in 1857 by Joel Henry Clayton  and his 

two younger brothers. They were born in the United Kingdom, 

and emigrated to the United States in 1837. After years in 

other states Joel settled down with his wife Margaret in his 

town at the foot of Mount Diablo, where he and his family 

prospered. Clayton was named after Joel Henry Clayton, 

although only by the flip of a coin. Joel Clayton and Charles 

Rhine cofounded the town, and each wanted to name it 

after himself. If Charles had won it would have become 

Rhinesville, but Joel Clayton won. Joel and his wife Margaret 

both died in Clayton, and were buried in Live Oak Cemetery 

in what is now Concord, CA.  

 

 Clayton prospered during the coal mining boom in eastern Contra Costa County.   Clayton's 

land area more than doubled in 1987 to near its present-day boundaries with the 

annexations of the Dana Hills/Dana Ridge and Clayton Wood subdivisions, as well as the 

former Keller Ranch property that was developed during the 1990s with the Oakhurst Country 

Club. Clayton is a busy city with a population of close to twelve thousand residents. They 

hold an art and wine festival, July 4th parade, October fest, auto show, Xmas tree lighting, 

and a Hanukah celebration. It’s a very active community.  

    

  

 

     

     

 

                                                                             
 

BOOK DONATION 
The book was signed and will be 

donated to the Clayton Community 

Library. 

 
     

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concord,_California


LET’S GET STARTED 
 

Community Services: BOB HUCK 

Director Bob Huck announced that the White Pony Express will meet 12/19 from 9 to 11 am. 

Volunteers needed. 

 Xmas Party:  DECEMBER 19TH  

With the holiday season upon us we would like to come together to celebrate the spirit of 

fellowship, joy, and giving!  Our regular meeting on Thursday, December 19th will be 

an evening social event.   Please join us as we reflect on a wonderful year and look forward 

to the year ahead. 

 

Date:   Thursday December the 19th 

Time:   6:00 PM 

Location:   Clayton Valley Charter High School Meeting Room 

 

Feel free to bring a guest to share in the celebration.  Kindly RSVP by Thursday, December 

12th to Mary at 925 963 2924.  We will also have a signup sheet at next week's meeting.   

We plan to enjoy a "White Elephant" gift exchange.  Please bring a wrapped gift so that you 

can join in the fun!    Remember, the  "White Elephant"  gift is usually an item that you no 

longer want or need.  No need to shop, just look through your closets or out in the garage  :) 

The plan is to serve appetizers, light food fare, wine and sparkling water.   

Let's make this an occasion to remember.  It is always a joy to celebrate the holidays with our 

Rotary family! 

 

 

Charitable  Fund: DONATION 

The Charitable Board approved a $2500.00 match for donations this Christmas Season to the 

Contra Costa Food Bank. Our Rotary Club has contributed to the Food Bank for the past 20 

years!   Let's keep the tradition going. 

 



 C2C: VALENTINE’S DAY RAFFLE  
 

 We are now selling 600 tickets at $100.00 each. The 

vehicle was donated by a long time customer of 

D&H and he had recently invested $20K in 

restoration.  The vehicle, the classic British 69 MGB, 

has 15K original miles on it.” Tickets are printed and 

the drawing will be held  on Valentine’s Day.    

 

 

 
Maui: THE FIRE& REBUILDING 
 

 

 

In August 2023, a series of wildfires broke out in Hawaii, 

predominantly on the island of Maui. The wind-driven fires 

prompted evacuations and caused widespread damage, 

killing at least 102 people, leaving 2000 households 

displaced, Two people are still missing in the town 

of Lahaina on Maui's northwest coast. 

 

Susie Lim vacationed recently in Lahaina and met with 

Rotarians in Maui and began an adventure of the Ka lai ola 

rebuilding project. She learned there will be 450 units on 57 

acres over a five year project. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawaii
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maui
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lahaina,_Hawaii


INTERNATIONALNEWS 
 

Uganda:: THANK YOU, JULIA 

Hello Amazing Rotarians & Friends!  

Today was a DAY TO REMEMBER at Kangulumira Parents School! The 

incredible Julia brought massive smiles to the students' faces with her 

generous New Year's presents! 

 

Huge thanks to Julia for spreading love and kindness! You're making a real difference! Let's 

keep shining and inspiring each other. 

Check out the photos and see the joy for yourself! 

 

   

 

 

Donation: A GIVING HEART                       

JULIA FARTHING KITAY graduated from UC Davis in 1990 where she 

majored in East Asian Studies and served as an English teacher in Beijing 

from 1990 to 1992. In 1996, she received her MA in TESOL from the 

Monterey Institute of International Studies and retired as an ESL teacher. 

Julia loves being involved  working with the Boy Scouts of America and 

makes thousands of hygiene kits for the Monument Crisis Center and 

DVC Food Pantry every year. She especially likes helping the underserved 

and working with Grow the nonprofit organization that provides food, 

hygiene, and comfort to the homeless. She, her  husband, and son live in 

Concord. 



HAPPYBUCKS BARBARA REIFSCHNEIDER 

 

Torsten Jacobsen  had several happy bucks. First, he claimed he 

was in the capital Ulaanbaatar of Mongolia doing a Rotary 

project teaching children how to milk Yaks while at the same 

time was evading Interpol. Actually, he had been enjoying time 

in Oregon with full family with 10 grandkids. Second, he was 

happy that the 100K+ grant for the San Felipe cervical cancer 

project had been approved, Full steam 

ahead. 

  

 Hugh Toloui had a happy buck today 

just because he was happy that Julia 

Kitay was among us! 

 

Jeff Wilson had a happy five bucks this 

morning. He was happy about having 

Thanksgiving with his family and friends. 

Jeff’s get together only had 16 people 

instead of the usual 25. He also has a 

potential property in Berkeley to list. 

 

Julia Aguilar had a happy five bucks 

because she was super happy to see the 

mayor of Clayton. 

 

Larry Hutchings had a happy buck because 

this is the last turkey that he is ever going to 

prepare. But for sure, Larry was very happy 

for the six people that came over on 

Thanksgiving. 

 

Julia Kitay had a happy 40 bucks because 

she was happy to be with all of us in our 

club this morning. 

 

 

 

Raffle Winner   MONICA FRAGA                               



LET’SCELEBRATE 
Length of Service: 10 YEARS 

JOHN WENZEL joined Rotary in 2014 and is our club’s current  International 

Services Director, Facebook Webmaster, and a member of the Paul Harris 

Society. He was the 2016 Rotarian of the Year and serves on the Charitable 

Board. John is the CFO and Co-Founder of Archvest Wealth Advisors, a fee-

only financial planning firm in Concord is where he demonstrates his passion 

for financial planning through his commitment and service to all the 

company’s clients. When he came into the field, over 16 years ago, he was 

struck with a conviction that individuals should be able to receive 

professional advice for a reasonable cost. He discovered that the financial 

planning field is riddled with advisors who do not clearly serve their clients’ 

best interests.  

As a result, John came into the financial world determined to make a difference. With his years of 

professional advising experience and financial knowledge, he brings a unique and objective 

perspective to all his clients’ financial plans by truly understanding their circumstances. He received 

his BS in Financial Services from San Diego State University and holds a certificate in Financial 

Planning, is a Registered Advisor with the National Association of Personal Financial Advisors (NAPFA), 

an association exclusive to fee-only firms, attained his CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ certification—

the highest standard for planners in the industry —and served on NAPFA’s West Region board.  

 

Happy Birthday: 39 AGAIN? 

 
LARRY HUTCHINGS  joined the Clayton Valley/Concord Sunrise Rotary 

Club in 1991, when the club was just 4 years old. In recent years he has 

been our club’s International Service Director and Chair of the 501c(3) 

Charitable Foundation.  In 2023 Larry was selected as District 5160’s first 

Rotary Ambassador.   

 

He is a Paul Harris Fellow, served as President in 1998-1999, and that year 

was responsible for the first international matching grant for our club, 

which has gone on to sponsoring many more global and district grants for beneficiaries in Peru, 

Colombia, Mexico, Uganda, Ethiopia, and Zambia.  He is most proud of our club’s long involvement 

with and support of Uganda’s Nsawo Village Adopt-a-Village project and the resulting maternity, HIV, 

and pediatric clinics. In the mid 2000’s he served as chairperson of the District 5160 global grants and 

district grants committees, and chair of the Youth Exchange Outbound Committee.  In recent years 

he has been Clayton Valley’s International Service Director and a three time Rotarian of the year in 

2000, 2022 and 2023. He and Dennis now live in Palm Springs. 

 



 

 

THEGALLERY 
 

 

Clayton Worsdell took these photos on Friday at 

the Markham Community Gardens. 

and said they are unusual for December.  

 

                           "A Late Bloomer"    

  

    
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

"The Final Harvest" 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



FUNSTUFF BILL SELB & CAROL WORSDELL   
 

•     
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ONE LAST THING  
Accomplishments 
It was  a very good year. Here are all the things our club accomplished in the 2023-2024 term 

under the leadership of our president Bob Sundberg. We’re keeping this list in the newsletter 

to remind us of what we have to live up to. New accomplishments are in red type. 

 
Community Service - Local Projects 

o CVCHS Art Expo $1,225  - Alison Sparks 

o CVCHS Robotics Club donation $500  

o Diablo View Parents Club (From 5k Run) – Jeff Wilson 

o Mt Diablo Elementary Parents Club (From 5k Run) – Jeff Wilson 

o MDUSD Art In A Box HOPE – Homeless Children – Joan Donofrio 

o Backpacks and supplies for families served by the Family Justice Center, Concord 

o San Felipe Gracie/Kuchy Sanchez Youth Education Program $6,500.00 matching Funds - Certificates for 

uniforms, shoes & socks. Scientific calculator, and testing costs to get into High School – Richard Lueck 

o San Felipe reconditioned laptop computers – Richard Lueck – Johnny Morgan 

o Kennedy-King Memorial Scholarship - $1,000.00 – Irene Davids-Blair 

 

Local Community 
o Earth Day – Newhall Park Butterfly Garden 4/18/2024 

o Home Team – Bob Huck 

o White Pony Express food sorting 

o Adopt A Street 4/6/2024 - 10/7/2024 

o Salvation Army Christmas Bell Ringing at Safeway, Clayton (8 volunteers $744.00) 

o Christmas Contra Costa Food Bank Donations – Bob Hooy 

o Christmas Monument Crises Center Food Boxes – 250 Total, $12,000.00   

o City of Concord Planting project 

o DVC Domestic Violence Legal Clinic donation $250, Steve Lack 

o Clayton Library book donations as speaker’s gifts - $1,000.00 

o Clayton Valley Village - $1,000.00    

                                                                                                                    

International Projects 

• Rotary Polio Plus - Goal $2000, Actual $3520 

• Rotary Intl Annual Fund - Goal $13,000, Actual - Exceeded 

• Oakland Rotary Club’s India Indigenous Tribal project $2,000.00 

• Donations to the Maui District Rotary Foundation for the Maui Fire relief. 

• Nsawo Village Clinic Children’s (5-14 Years of Age) Personal Hygiene Kits (121) - $5,000.00 

• Nsawo Village Clinic other - $16,625.00 

• Nsawo Village general Economic Development - $29,925.00 

• Nsawo Village mosquito nets - $1,975.00 

• San Felipe Annual Cancer Walk Don’t Run Event 

• Uganda: Save a Girl: hygiene bags,  bar soap, sewing machines 

 



 
District and Global Grants 

• San Felipe Replacement mammography machine – $125,000.00 

• San Felipe/Area Cervical Cancer Testing equipment - $25,000.00 

• Nsawo Village Coffee huller and maize milling machine - $20,000.00 

• Art in a Box - $15,000 – 560 boxes assembled - Joan Donofrio 

Fund Raisers 

• Pancake Breakfast 4th of July 2023. More than $6,500.00 – Jeff and club 

• Father’s Day 5k Run 6/16/2024 - $5,000 so far – Jeff Wilson 

• Cars 2nd Chance car donation program and raffle – Mary Kemnitz 

Club Socials and Events 

• Bocce Challenge 9/21/2024 

• Holiday Party 12/2024 

• FNL – Friday Night Live – John Wenzel,  Barbara R, Joan Donofrio 

• BBQ in the park – Clayton Community Park, 9/21/2023 

• BBQ in the park – Newhall Park 

• 2024 Promo/Demo 

• Deb and Hood visit planning, scheduling, arranging. – Larry, Hugh, Torsten  

Notable 

• Website - redesigned by John Wenzel 

• Projected 2023-2024 EOY Club Financial balance of more than $7,500.00 

• Recognition citation was issued by Gordon McInally. RI President, for our club meeting our goals for 2023-2024. 

• Major Donors, Russ Anderson and Bob Sundberg. Major Donors are those who have donated $10,000.00 or 

more to RI. 

 

  
  
  
     

 

  

 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


