
Prez Barbara Reifschneider rang that little bell and we were off and running.  
Chuck Graham led us in the Pledge to our great country and then Fred Nelson did 
a very nice invocation which included many nice things about Art Kroeger and his 
family.  Thanks Fred.  Good job. 
 
Jack, age 3, was watching his mother breast feeding his new baby sister.  Af-
ter awhile he asked, “Mom, why have you got two?  Is one for hot and one for 
cold milk?” 
 
GUESTS included Brent Church a cadet with the Salvation Army, Don Jenkins 
our speaker from the Orinda Rotary Club, Tom Wentling from the Friday Concord 
Club and Herb Borsch from the Pittsburg Club.  
 
Melanie, age 5, asked her Granny how old she was.  Granny replied she was 

so old she didn’t remember any more.  Melanie said, “If you don’t remember you must 
look in the back of your panties.  Mine say five to six.” 
 
It had been so long since we had seen Nick Tsakoyias and Owen Murray that we almost 
needed to reintroduce them.  Great to see both of them again.  More from both in the Happy 
Bucks section. 
 
Steven, age 3, hugged and kissed his Mom good night.  “I love you so much that when 
you die, I’m going to bury you outside my bedroom window.” 
 
HAPPY BUCKS began with Ben Wentling being happy that Frank Westphall was able to give a phone # (after 
some confusion) for Super Dave, the other plumber. 
 
Brittany, age 4, had an earache and wanted a pain killer.  She tried in vain to take 
the lid off the bottle.  Seeing her frustration, her Mom explained it was a child-
proof cap and she’d have to open it for her.  Eyes wide with wonder, the little girl 
asked, “How does it know it’s me?” 
 
Nick Tsakoyias was happy to be back amongst his Rotary friends and wanted to thank 
all those who stopped by his shop to say hello.  He also spent a minute catching us up 
on what’s been happening in his life the last year – new addition to the family – a black 
lab about 8 months old. 
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Susan, age 4, was drinking juice when she got the hiccups.  “Please don’t give me this juice again,”  
she said.  “It makes my teeth cough.” 

 
Chuck Graham was looking forward to his day today because he was going to certain establish-
ments asking if the Salvation Army could do bell ringing in front of their stores.  It’s pretty amazing 
the number of stores that no longer allow that. 

 
DJ, age 4, stepped on the bathroom scale and asked, “How much do I cost?” 

 
Fred Nelson, our newsletter writer from 2 weeks ago offered a buck to tell us he wrote the newslet-
ter but forgot that one little step that follows the “save” button on the computer.  That little step is to 
send it on to the newsletter editor.  Oh well, we can all remember what happened at that meeting, 
I’m sure. 
 
Marc, age 4, was engrossed in a young couple that were hugging and kissing in a restaurant.  

Without taking his eyes off them, he asked his dad, “Why is he whispering in her mouth?” 
 

Julia Dawson-Aguilar was happy that she has one more employer to add to her list these days when 
so many people are unemployed.  Her new title is Director of Church of the Rock.  Bet she does sing-
ing there also. 
 
Clinton, age 5, was in his bedroom looking worried.  When his mom asked what was troubling 

him, he replied, “I don’t know what’ll happen with this bed when I get married.  How will my 
wife fit in?” 

 
Jeff Rondini wanted to thank all those Rotarians that are helping to find him a job.  Keep him in mind 
when you hear someone mentioning they are looking for someone. 
 
James, age 4, was listening to a Bible story.  His dad read, “The man named Lot was warned 
to take his wife and flee out of the city but his wife looked back and was turned to salt.”  Con-

cerned, James asked, “What happened to the flea?” 
 
John Wolfe discovered how handy it is to know someone by the name of Bill Fuller when his church was looking for 
an electrician.  Sure enough, Bill knew exactly who to refer.  Thanks. 
 

Tammy, age 4, was with her mother when they met an elderly, rather wrinkled woman her mom knew.   
Tammy looked at her for awhile and then asked, “Why doesn’t your skin fit your face?” 

 
Owen Murray who had been absent for about 6 months gave 
us a little update on his life during this absence.  He has a 
grandson in college in Rochester, NY and in August his #1 son 
married.  In October they went to Hawaii.  Ruth hurt her ankle 
on July 5th and Kaiser misdiagnosed it as a bad sprain until 5 
weeks later she finally had to have surgery to have the fracture 
repaired properly.  Also, Owen had his own surgery, hammer-
toes.  He also admitted to a birthday yesterday (69) and an-

other anniversary (46) in October.  So you add all that up and it was $125 to the 
foundation and $200 to the Rotary Foundation.  We definitely invited him back 
next week. 
 

THE FOUR WAY TEST 
 of the things we think, say or do 

 
1. Is it the TRUTH ? 
 
2. Is it FAIR  to all concerned? 
 
3. Will it build GOOD WILL 

and BETTER FRIEND-
SHIPS? 

 
4.   Will it be BENEFICIAL  to all 

concerned? 



This is the sermon one mother will not forget.  “Dear Lord,” the minister began with arms extended toward 
heaven and a rapturous look on his upturned face.  “Without you, we are but dust…”  He would have con-

tinued but at that moment a very obedient daughter who was listening leaned over and 
asked in a very loud voice, “Mom, what’s butt 

dust?” 
 
JOKE TIME started with Ben Wentling, followed by 
Mureleen Benton and ending with George 

Beckham.  You should have been there. 
 

My husband bought me a mood ring for our aniversary.  When I’m in a good 
mood, it turns green.  When I’m in a bad mood, it leaves a red mark on his fore-
head. 
 
MYSTERY GREETER was none today in honor of Art Kroeger.  As most of us know, 
Art always had his dollar out because invariably he would not have greeted that person 
or had forgotten he had greeted him.  So in honor of Art, we all put a dollar in.  We will 
certainly miss him and his big heart and his sense of humor.  Many of us will miss his 
technology skills also with his electronic calendar and handy computer to keep notes!  
Save us a place Art!  We’ll be seeing you again. 
 

It was Palm Sunday and  because of a sore throat, 5 year old Johnny stayed home from church with a sitter.  
When the family returned home, they were carrying several palm branches.  The boy asked what they were 
for.  “People held them over Jesus’ head as he walked by.”  “Wouldn’t you know it,” the boy fumed.  “The 

one Sunday I don’t go, He shows up!” 
 
FOOD BANK was manned this week by 2 newbies Ken Nishimori and Steve Weir.  Also to help out were Irene, 
Fred, Henry and Mureleen.  Thanks guys.  Many hands make for light work (or something like that). 
 
One Easter Sunday morning as the minister was preaching the children’s sermon, he reached into his bag 

of props and pulled out a plastic egg.  He pointed at the egg and asked the children, 
“What’s in here?”  “I know!” exclaimed one boy.  “Pantyhose!” 

 
RENO TRAIN TRIP which is being headed up by Don Ouimet (who is doing a fine job) is 
sneaking up on us very quickly.  You must have your money in by Dec. 23.  The train trip is 
Jan. 24 leaving Martinez and returning late on Jan. 25th.    Get your money in to Don ASAP, 
please. 
 
The prospective father-in-law asked, “Young man, can you support a family?”  The sur-

prised groom-to-be replied, “Well, no.  I was just planning to support your daughter.  The rest of you will 
have to fend for youselves.” 

 
MISCELLANEOUS STUFF  Clayton Worsdell gave an update on the “adopt a trail” program on Mt. 
Diablo.  He, Barbara and Rory are all scheduled for training on March 9.  After the training we will 
be locating a flat trail to adopt! 
 
The Sunday school teacher asked, “Now Johnny, tell me, do you say prayers before eat-

ing?”  “No sir,” he replied.  “We don’t have to.  My mom’s a good cook.” 

THE FOUR AVENUES OF CLUB SERVICE 
CLUB  —  VOCATIONAL & YOUTH  —  COMMUNITY  —  INTER NATIONAL 



 
Richard Lueck reminded us of the Forgotten Angels.  Your unwrapped gift between $10-30 is needed by Dec. 14.  
Or you can drop them off at the Salvation Army.  Also, we will be doing our Rotary bell ringing December 12.  Two 
volunteers are still needed for the 3-5 slot at Fry’s.  Anyone available? 
 
“Oh, I sure am happy to see you,” the little boy said to his grandmother on his mother’s side.  “Now maybe 
Daddy will do the trick he’s been promising us.”  The grandmother was curious.  “What trick is that?” she 

asked.  “I heard him tell mommy that he would climb the walls if you came to visit,” the little boy answered. 
 
SPEAKER of the day was Don Jenkins who is the District 5160 chair for the Rotary Foundation Permanent Fund.  
He explained the difference between Rotary projects and Rotary Foundation.  Some of the numbers he explained 
about our club were that 57% of our membership are Paul Harris Fellows and 14 members are benefactors 
(meaning they have named Rotary as a beneficiary in their will)  One member is a member of the Paul Harris Soci-
ety which means he/she gives $1,000 each year to his/her Paul Harris. 
 

When my 3 year old son opened his birthday gift from his grandmother, he discovered a water pistol.  He 
squealed with delight and headed for the nearest sink.  I was not so pleased.  I turned to my mom and said, 
“I’m surprised at you.  Don’t you remember how we used to drive you 
crazy with water guns?”  Mom smiled and then replied…”I remember!” 

 
Matching grants in District 5160 will now have a minimum of $45,000, up 
from the $15,000.  I’m not sure about others in the club, but maybe if we 
really understood a bit more about our money and where it goes, etc., we 
would better understand how important our contributions are.  We all hear 
about the polio eradication program, but how many people can truly explain 
the money part of it.  Don also mentioned that 8 of our club members were 
very near having a Paul Harris.  Do each of the 8 know who they are?  Can 
anyone explain all this in plain simple English?  Or maybe everyone under-
stands this process. 
 

A new teacher was trying to make use of her psychology courses.  She started her class by saying, 
“Everyone who thinks they’re stupid, stand up!”  After a few seconds, little Davie stood up.   

The teacher said, “Do you think you’re stupid, Davie?”   
“No, ma’am, but I hate to see you standing there all by yourself.” 

 
Did you also know that you can specify what program you want your donation to be allocated to?  Well, you can.  
Anyway, Rotary will allow you to not only pass along your values and valuables but also to pass a legacy to others. 
 

Johnny watched, fascinated, as his mother smoothed cold cream on her face.  “Why do you do that, 
mommy?” he asked.  “To make myself beautiful,” said his mother, who then began removing the cream 

with a tissue.  “What’s the matter?” asked Johnny.  “Giving up?” 
 
DON’T FORGET that next week we will be passing the hat for the Salvation Army and the 
following week the hat will be passed for the Food Bank. 
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One Sunday morning a mother went in to wake her son and tell him it was time to get ready for church to 
which he replied, “I’m not going.”  “Why not,” she asked.  “I’ll give you 2 good reasons,” he said.  “One, 
they don’t like me and two, I don’t like them.”  His mother replied, “I’ll give YOU 2 good reasons why you 

should go to church.  One, you’re 59 years old and two, you’re the pastor!” 
 
MARBLE DRAW    Did anyone else notice that since Barbara has become president, her ticket has been drawn like 
about 3 times?  Did you notice that?  Well, once again with $337 riding on this pull, Barbara placed her hand in that 
little felt bag and came up --- WHITE marble.  And I think I heard next week we’re down to 5 marbles plus the blue. 
 

An elderly woman walked into the local country church.  The friendly usher greeted her at the door and 
helped her up the flight of steps.  “Where would you like to sit?” he asked politely.  “The front row please,” 
she answered.  “You really don’t want to do that,” the usher said.  “The pastor is really boring.”  “Do you 

happen to know who I am?” the woman inquired.  “No,” he said.  “I’m the pastor’s mother,” she replied in-
dignantly.  “Do you know who I am?” he asked.  “No,” she said.  “Good,” he answered. 

 
That’s all folks! 
 
 

They called my 
number again!! 

I love being 
president! 

Dang! If they keep 
calling my number 

I’m going to have to 
buy better wine!! 

Should I tell 
her I have the 
green marble? 


