
Table 4 was ready and waiting as the clock went tick tock, tick tock.  Where is our 
fearless President?  So Table 4 searched high and lo and found President Barbara 
near the food table.  As Table 4 watched and waited, she (Pres. Barbara) proceeded 
to get her toast, fruit and other munchy goodies and the clock went tick tock.  So 
promptly at 7:20 the meeting was called to order. 
 

The economy is soooo bad that I got a pre-declined credit card in the mail. 
 
Julia did an excellent job of the invocation followed by Army Specialist Jason 
Gardner (visitor) who lead us in the pledge. 
 
The economy is soooo bad when I ordered a burger at McDonald’s, the kid behind 

the counter asked, “Can you afford fries with that?” 
 
And just to keep the newsletter recorder from settling into a comfortable agenda, 
Pres. Barbara started out with upcoming events.  Richard Lueck reminded us of the 

upcoming golf challenge and then Ben Wentling stepped in to tell us the REAL truth about the golf challenge.  
Lots of bodies are going to be needed, so don’t plan anything from about noon to 5 p.m.on Sept. 19 because you 
will be needed at Diablo Creek.  More to follow on that in weeks to come. 
 

The economy is soooo bad that CEO’s are now playing miniature golf. 
 
Then Richard Lueck also reported on the Food Bank and the 4 Rotarians  (2 of them first timers) that showed up 
this past Tuesday.  Well, counting Lisa Truesdell’s good looking son, there were really 5 of us.  A good time was 
had by all. 
 
The economy is soooo bad that if the bank returns your check marked “Insufficient Funds,” you call them and ask 

if they meant you or them. 
 
Now it’s time for Guests and visiting Rotarians.  Ken Moon introduced 
for the third time Rob Angstad and Bill Selb also introduced for the 
third time Clayton Worsdell.  We are all anxiously awaiting their appli-
cations. 
 
The economy is soooo bad Hot Wheels and Matchbox stocks are trad-

ing higher than GM. 
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Clay Gardner was very proud to reintroduce his son Jason visiting from So. Korea for a 
month.  And our guest speaker, David Behring from the Wheelchair Foundation was in-
troduced by Chuck Graham.  More to follow. 
 

The economy is soooo bad Obama met with 3 small businesses to 
discuss the Stimulus Package:  GE, Pfizer and Citigroup. 

 
Birthdays were acknowledged by Clay Gardner for being some-

where like 39 and he donated an appropriate amount to his Paul Harris. 
 

Now it’s time for HAPPY BUCKS or 
GRUMPY BUCKS.  And nearly everyone in the Club had something to share 
given the choice.  Ken Moon started it off with an HB for barely missing a very ugly accident on his 
way to Rotary this a.m.  And the guy had been drinking.  Not Ken!  We’re talking 6:30 on a Thursday morning. 

 
The economy is soooo bad a truckload of Americans was caught sneaking into Mexico. 

 
Chuck Graham was happy that during his photo outing for the Salvation Army’s golf tour-
nament on Monday, he had an excellent driver by the name of Zoomie. 
 

The economy is soooo bad Dick Cheney took his stockbroker hunting. 
 

Torsten Jacobsen just returned from a meeting with 175 other surgeons from around the world.  There are 3,000 surgeons 
involved in this association and they have performed 36,000 surgeries in third world countries. 
 

The economy is soooo bad Motel 6 won’t leave the light on anymore. 
 
Dave Kemnitz remembered that last week he had said he’d give his check for turning 55 so he did in fact do that with $100 
to his Paul Harris.  He’s also happy that he now receives solicitations from Rossmoor and soon Aegis and Diamond Terrace 
will put him on their mailing lists also. 
 
Oh Great!  The guy who made $50 Billion disappear is being investigated by the people who made 1.5 Trillion disappear! 

 
Visitor Clayton Worsdell even got into the happiness and was happy about the not so common occur-
rence of Clayton being a first name even in the town of Clayton. 
 [editor’s note: I don’t get it] 
 

A young son asked, “Is it true Dad, that in some parts of Africa a 
man doesn’t know his wife until he marries her?”  Dad replied, 

“That happens in every country son.” 
 
Larry Hutchings was happy that someone got the St. Regis hotel in SF to donate a one 
night stay and breakfast for the upcoming auction.  This hotel usually goes for a mini-
mum of $500 per night.  Wow! 
 
First guy says, “My wife’s an angel.”  Second guy remarks, “You’re lucky.  Mine’s still 

alive.” 

File photos 

THE FOUR WAY TEST 
 of the things we think, say or do 

 
1. Is it the TRUTH ? 
 
2. Is it FAIR  to all concerned? 
 
3. Will it build GOOD WILL 

and BETTER FRIEND-
SHIPS? 

 
4.   Will it be BENEFICIAL  to all 

concerned? 



Mureleen Benton was happy that she was able to buzz up to Bend, OR and check on son #2 who has a new love in 
his life.  Missed meeting the new love but had an enjoyable shopping trip to no sales tax Oregon. 
 
In the 1500’s, houses had thatched roofs with no wood underneath.  It was the only place for animals to get warm 

so all the cats and other small animals lived in the roof.  When it rained, it became slippery and sometimes the 
animals would slip and fall off the roof.  Hence, the saying, “It’s raining cats and dogs.” 

 
Richard Lueck is happy to be celebrating a 5 year anniversary of the kidney transplant from him to wife Pam.  Sure 
doesn’t seem like 5 years, does it? 
 
The floors were dirt in the 1500’s.  Only the wealthy had something other than dirt.  Hence the saying “dirt poor.” 
 
Clay Gardner was happy that the Salvation Army’s golf tournament went so well on Monday and that while he was 
about to show his “Tiger skills,” his son popped out from behind a tree.  Clay and Pam had NO idea Jason was 
coming home for a month. 
Obviously, Clay missed his putt but it was worth the extra point to see Jason. 
 
The wealthy had slate floors that would get slippery in the winter when wet so they spread thresh (straw) on the 
floors to help keep their footing.  As the winter wore on, they added more thresh until when you opened the door, it 
would all start slipping outside.  A piece of wood was placed in the entrance way to hold the thresh in, hence the 
saying “a threshold.” 
 
Ben Wentling is happy to be leaving next week for a much needed and deserved vacation.  Think he said some-
thing about a conference also.  Have a good time, Ben. 
 
In those days a big kettle always hung over the fire in the kitchen.  Every day they lit the fire and added things to 
the pot.  They ate mostly vegetables and did not get much meat.  They would eat the stew for dinner, leaving left-
overs in the pot to get cold overnight.  Sometimes stew had food in it that had been there for quite awhile.  Hence 
the rhyme, “Peas porridge hot, peas porridge cold, peas porridge in the pot nine days old.” 
 
Ken Nishimori was happy that his Team Captain Jeff Rondini had actually called and left a message about the up-
coming auction.  And Frank Westphall shared an HB for a nice evening in The City seeing Wicked.  Well, he did-
n’t actually see it but he used the time wisely to catch up on a few zzzzz’s.  It must be a really good play! 
 
Sometimes they would obtain port, which made them feel quite special.  When visitors came over, they would hang 
up their bacon to show off.  It was a sign of wealth that a man could bring home the bacon.  They would cut off a 
little to share with guests and would all sit around and chew the fat. 
 
Cynthia Scheinberg was happy to be celebrating her 1st anniversary with Lietta, but it’s really been 18 years.  And 
then Torsten remembered a grumpy buck about Homeland Security at airports and them not liking his tube of 
toothpaste so he ate it in front of the guy.  Also something about athlete’s feet and having to take off shoes.  What a 
ridiculous process this is. 
Those with money had plates made of pewter.  Food with high aced content caused some of the lead to leach into 
the food, causing lead poisoning and death.  This happened most often with tomatoes due to the high acidic con-
tent.  So for the next 400 years, tomatoes were considered poisonous. 
 
So after all of us ran around and said good morning to everyone, we come to find out there was NO 
Mystery Greeter.  But there was a pin check and that caused a few wallets to be pulled out.  You 
know, at 6:30 in the morning it’s difficult to remember EVERYTHING. 
 
Bread was divided according to status.  Workers got the burnt bottom of the loaf, the family got 
the middle and guests got the top or the upper crust. 
 

THE FOUR AVENUES OF CLUB SERVICE 
CLUB  —  VOCATIONAL & YOUTH  —  COMMUNITY  —  INTER NATIONAL 



Keep Don Ouimet in your thoughts and prayers as he recovers from a stint implant. 
 

Lead cups were used to drink ale or whiskey.  The combination would sometimes knock the im-
bibers out for a couple of days.  Someone walking along the road would take them for dead and 
prepare them for burial.  They were laid out on the kitchen table for a couple of days and the 

family would gather around and eat and drink and wait to see if they would wake up.  Hence the 
custom of “holding a wake.” 

 
Dave Kemnitz was then called front and center.  What could have caused this 
since he is such a nice man?  Well, let me tell you.  He had to strip off that old 
red badge and run out to the badge box to do that and stand there and receive his 
brand new sparkling blue badge.  Nice work, Dave.  You’re a great addition to 
the club. 
 

England was running out of places to bury people so they would dig up coffins 
and take the bones to a bone-house and reuse the grave.  When reopening these 
coffins, 1 out of 25 would have scratch marks on the inside so they realized they 
were burying people that weren’t really dead.  So they would tie a string on the 
wrist of the “dead” person and thread it through the coffin and up through the 
ground and tie it to a bell.  Someone would have to sit out in the graveyard all 

night (the graveyard shift) to listen for the bell.  Thus, someone could be saved by 
the bell or was considered a dead ringer. 

 
Jokes were started by Mureleen telling the one about the 80 year old Italian golfer 
from a line of long livers.  Then Ken Moon and Richard Lueck both shared a joke and 
then Mureleen decided to do an encore since she’ll be gone several weeks. 
 

Free puppies.  One half cocker spaniel, one half sneaky neighbor’s dog. 
 
Mark your calendars now for the Golden Gate Fields Rotary Foundation Day on 
December 5th.  10% of the overall ticket sales will go to the Rotary Foundation and 
for your $32 entry fee you will receive FREE valet parking, admission and reserved 
seating at the Turf Club, a racing program and a prime rib buffet.  A race will also be 
named in honor of our club.  So don’t miss your chance for a Big Win at the track. 
 

Found dirty white dog.  Looks like a rat.  Been out a while.  Better be a big reward! 
Today’s Program 

 

Dave Behring, member of the Rotary Club of Danville (and son of Ken 
Behring) gave a very informative talk about the Wheelchair Foundation and 
how it was started by his father and the accomplishments this program has 
done.  Did you know that wheelchairs come in 5 sizes?  Well, I didn’t either. 
 

Nordic Track $300.  Hardly used.  Call Chubby. 
 
These wheelchairs have changed the lives of many people through the years.  
Prior to receiving wheelchairs, most people had to be carried by family mem-
bers or just stay in their homes. 
 

Joining nudist colony.  Must sell washer and dryer.  $300. 
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The wheelchairs are made in China and usually retail for about $500 but when 
giving through the Foundation, I think they’re about $150.  I think!  This is a 
very worthwhile project and one that our club should be proud to be a part of. 
 

Wedding dress for sale.  Worn once by mistake.  Call Stephanie. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
For sale by owner:  Complete set of Encyclopedia Britannica.  45 volumes.   

Excellent condition.  $1,000 or best offer.   
No longer needed.  Got married last month.  Wife knows everything. 

 
That’s all folks! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Having some in Clayton, CA 

CVCS Rotarian Dick Peppin 
poses in the wheelchair provided 
to him through the efforts of club 
members and the generosity of 

the Wheelchair Foundation  

Now it’s time to see who is 
going to get their heart rate up 
on the anticipation of lining 
their pockets with $120.  Bill 
Fuller’s # was called and sure 
enough, that smile suddenly 
disappeared when that clear mar-
ble came out of the bag.  Better 
luck next time. 

I wish they’d keep 
things down while 
I’m counting.  Oh 
yeah, where was I? 
Dang!  1, 2, 3, 4,…. 


